To this day many if not most people still think the numbers go up and down
according to people's behavior. When the numbers go up, that means
people are misbehaving. When they go down, people must have started
listening to public health officials again.

The fact that people in completely different states with completely different
policies see their numbers go up and down at exactly the same time doesn't
faze them at all, because they don't bother to inform themselves about
what's actually happening.

As if this needed refuting for a thousandth time, | present to you the
hospitalization graph for the southern states around the time of the recent
spike:
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Can you tell which of these states has had a mask mandate during this
time?

Can you tell which one has the highest vaccination rate? The lowest?

Of course not: the trajectories and in large part the lines themselves are all
the same.

You would think we would be having a discussion about why this should be.
Why do these states look exactly the same despite their varying policies
implemented at varying times?



Some other interesting charts:

Washington state, which has had all kinds of irrational restrictions but also
heavy vaccination, has seen death numbers that look like the following,
recently surpassing the height of their worst spike:
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Now let's check in on Maine:

CURRENT HOSPITALIZATIONS
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Miller writes:

"98% of everyone over 65 in Maine is at least partially vaccinated, 93% are
fully vaccinated, yet hospitalizations are nearly as high as they were last
winter. Let’s see, do we blame this on Ron DeSantis, Sturgis, or college
football fans in the South? So many tempting choices!"



