
 

Paul Krugman of the New York Times just wrote that we need to remember 
the 20,000 people who died in Florida from Covid, and that these deaths 
were the fault of Governor Ron DeSantis. 
 
It's astonishing that at this late stage, when the whole world has seen 
people who followed all the so-called precautions getting sick anyway, 
someone would portray the situation as cartoonishly as Krugman has. 
 
A physician on Twitter responded by plotting the results of lockdowns 
through the case nadir of June 2021 (and says he'll post the data for June 
2021 to the present, though of course it tells a similar story). 
 
Note that there is no correlation between lockdown stringency and health 
outcomes: 

  



  

 

 

If there were a correlation between lockdown stringency and health 
outcomes, then all the heavy lockdown states should be in the lower right, 
and all the milder lockdown states should be in the upper left. Instead, as 
you can see, the distribution is completely random. 
 
Not to mention: when we correct populations for obesity and age, 
differences in results among the states essentially disappear. 
 
While we're on the subject of health, you'll recall that it was only the surgeon 
general of Florida who, during the height of the Covid panic, noted that 
exercise, weight loss, and Vitamin D might be worth considering. 

 


